International trade of animal-source foods from low-income countries: The good, the bad and the ugly by International Livestock Research Institute
International Livestock Research Institute 
 
 
Workshop report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International trade of animal-source foods from low-income countries:  
The good, the bad and the ugly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2016 
        
 
                            
i 
 
© 2016 International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI)  
 
This publication is copyrighted by the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). It is licensed for use under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported License. To view this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/. Unless otherwise noted, you are free to copy, duplicate, or 
reproduce, and distribute, display, or transmit any part of this publication or portions thereof without permission, and to make translations, 
adaptations, or other derivative works under the following conditions:  
 
  ATTRIBUTION. The work must be attributed, but not in any way that suggests endorsement by ILRI or the author(s)   
  NON-COMMERCIAL. This work may not be used for commercial purposes.  
  SHARE ALIKE. If this work is altered, transformed, or built upon, the resulting work must be distributed only under the same or similar 
license to this one. 
 
 
NOTICE 
For any reuse or distribution, the license terms of this work must be made clear to others. 
Any of the above conditions can be waived if permission is obtained from the copyright holder. 
Nothing in this license impairs or restricts the author’s moral rights. 
Fair dealing and other rights are in no way affected by the above. 
The parts used must not misrepresent the meaning of the publication. ILRI would appreciate being sent a copy of any materials in which 
text, photos etc. have been used.  
 
 
 
Written by Silvia Alonso 
Edited and formatted by Salome Dürr and Anna Fahrion 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation 
ILRI (International Livestock Research Institute). 2016. International trade of animal-source foods from low-
income countries: The good, the bad and the ugly. Report of a workshop held at the annual general meeting of 
the European College of Veterinary Public Health in Belgrade, Serbia on 8 October 2015. Nairobi, Kenya: ILRI. 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement: This workshop was conducted with the financial support of the CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture 
for Nutrition and Health, led by the International Food Policy Research Institute.   
ii 
 
Contents 
 
Project background ................................................................................................................................................. 1 
Workshop summary ................................................................................................................................................ 2 
Workshop content and structure ............................................................................................................................ 3 
Workshop outcomes ............................................................................................................................................... 4 
Workshop materials ................................................................................................................................................ 6 
Workshop evaluation by participants ..................................................................................................................... 6 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
Project background 
The European College of Veterinary Public Health (ECVPH, www.ecvph.org) is one of 25 specialist veterinary 
colleges providing specialization diplomas to practising veterinarians in Europe. It comprises two veterinary 
subspecialties: food science and population medicine. Through a three-year training (called ‘residency’), 
registered residents gain practical experience on a wide range of topics in veterinary public health, with 
emphasis on epidemiology and food hygiene. Upon successful examination, residents are given an accreditation 
diploma as specialists in veterinary public health. The diploma is valid for five years, after which it is renewed 
upon presentation of evidence proving active engagement in the profession. 
 
During its annual general meeting, the ECVPH organizes a scientific conference bringing together veterinary 
public health experts from throughout Europe and beyond to discuss current trends in veterinary public health. 
The conference also includes workshops for conference participants and training activities for residents.  
 
The 2015 annual general meeting and scientific conference were held in Belgrade, Serbia, on 7-10 October 
under the theme, “The challenges of cross-border trade”. In response to a call for workshops to be organized 
and run by diplomates of the college, colleagues from the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) in 
Kenya, the Veterinary Public Health Institute of the University of Bern and the World Health Organization, 
Switzerland prepared a proposal to facilitate a workshop to discuss the effects and impact of free trade on low-
income countries. The workshop aimed to provide a ‘reality check’ regarding import of animal products into the 
European Union (EU) from low-income countries and to bring a novel topic and different perspective from 
developing countries to a more traditionally Europe-centred conference.   
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Workshop summary 
Co-organizers 
 Silvia Alonso, ILRI, Kenya 
 Salome Dürr, Veterinary Public Health Institute, University of Bern, Switzerland 
 Anna Fahrion, World Health Organization, Switzerland 
 
Facilitators 
 Silvia Alonso, ILRI, Kenya 
 Salome Dürr, University of Bern, Switzerland  
 
Food security in developing countries is a top priority on the international agenda. Understanding to what 
extent food security in lower income countries is affected by the rules of a globalized market is of utmost 
importance. This workshop aimed at providing a forum for participants to look at international trade from a 
different angle and critically evaluate the broader effects of international trade standards. 
 
The increasing involvement of low-income countries in international trade of livestock and animal-source food 
products creates incentives for the local livestock industry to progressively shift from small-scale production to 
large companies. Moreover, trade standards make it difficult for smallholder farmers to access the international 
market. While access to international markets may have positive effects on the economy of the exporting 
country, it can also have detrimental effects on the country’s local markets and food self-sufficiency. The 
workshop focused on international trade of animal-source food products from low- and middle-income 
countries to Europe. 
 
Beyond analysing the current requirements and standards set by importing countries and global (trade) 
agreements for the protection of public health and the capacity of exporting countries to meet these, it also 
looked at an often neglected side: the relation between international trade and exporting countries’ national 
economies and food security (self-sufficiency). Specifically, it looked at the following implications of the 
international trade standards: (i) international trade standards as guards of public health (‘the good’); (ii) 
feasibility of low-income exporting countries to meet the standards with the national surveillance and 
monitoring systems (‘the bad’) and (iii) the wider impacts of international trade on national food security and 
smallholder farming (‘the ugly’). 
 
The workshop included a total of 26 registered participants (16 females and 10 males). 
 
  
3 
 
Workshop content and structure 
The workshop lasted two hours and had a very interactive and audience-driven format. It followed a ‘role play’ 
format complemented by presentations of relevant information and discussions. Facilitators provided 
introduction presentation, information, guided the activities and moderated the discussions. The use of videos 
and strong involvement of the audience was preferred to the traditional unidirectional presentation format.  
 
Section 1: Introduction to the workshop and the topic (30 minutes) 
Participants were introduced to basic concepts around international trade, EU regulations, World Trade 
Organization and free trade treaties. Special emphasis was put on the links between trade and livelihoods and 
health.  
 
Section 2: Discussion of statements (round 1) (40 minutes) 
Participants were split into two groups and presented with the following two statements: 
 “Trade agreements lead to improved food quality standards in developing countries”. 
 “In a scenario with increased free trade between the EU and low-income countries, the EU should 
rather invest in helping low-income countries raise quality standards than in enhancing border control 
and biosecurity”. 
 
Each statement was allocated to one team and the team members asked to take positions and either agree or 
disagree with the statement, forming two sub-groups per statement. After that, each sub-group was given time 
to discuss their arguments for and against the statement and prepare a 2-minute pitch presenting their 
arguments. For each statement, sub-groups presented their speeches (2 minutes) followed by an opportunity to 
respond to each other’s statements. Participants then were asked to use voting cards to indicate the sub-group 
that, in their opinion, presented the most convincing arguments.  
 
Section 3: Discussion of statements (round 2) (40 minutes) 
Following the same format as Section 2, participants discussed the following two statements: 
 “Transnational corporations – enterprises with operations in various countries – are catalysts for 
economic development in low-income countries”. 
 “Greater economic benefits derived from increased exports on free trade will translate into improved 
livelihoods and food security in low-income countries”. 
 
Section 4: Summary and wrap-up (10 minutes) 
Facilitators took notes of the main points raised during the discussions and summarized them in a wrap-up 
session.   
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Workshop outcomes 
The tables below summarise the main discussion points for each statement. 
 
Table 1: Summary of discussion in round 1  
FOR AGAINST 
“Trade agreements lead to improved food quality standards in developing countries” 
Quality standards imposed by importing countries will 
result in: 
 increased awareness and knowledge in 
developing countries 
 improved animal welfare 
 transfer of techniques for improved food quality 
 
This will raise the quality standards of the local food 
production and translate into higher quality products 
available in the country. 
 
Trade is two way; low-income countries will also 
import higher quality products as a result of free 
trade. 
Infrastructure and resources needed to support high 
quality production standards are often limited in low-
income countries. 
 
Requirements imposed by the EU are not necessarily 
always the gold standard, so not necessarily 
guarantors of a high-quality product, particularly with 
respect to local settings.  
 
Technologies required to produce food that meets 
higher quality standards may be detrimental to the 
environment, and this may pose a further burden to 
exporting countries.  
“In a scenario with increased free trade between the EU and low-income countries, the EU should rather invest in 
helping low-income countries raise quality standards than in enhancing border control and biosecurity” 
Working at the source (exporting country) is better 
than sorting the problem on arrival (EU border). 
 
This could have a positive impact on exporting 
countries (see statement one), if the context and the 
local settings are taken into account. 
 
Probably a more efficient long-term strategy and will 
result in increased awareness regarding international 
disease movement and trade risks.   
 
With the increasing threat of emerging/unknown 
pathogens, border controls are not suitable to protect 
EU countries from these threats.  
Possibly both are needed. 
 
The limited resources in the exporting country may 
make it challenging to have a real impact on the safety 
of exported goods. Focusing control efforts at the EU 
borders may be more efficient.  
 
Increased border controls will certainly reduce the 
risks to the EU derived from imported goods. 
 
Enhancing border control and biosecurity is a more 
realistic short-term strategy to protect EU countries, 
but it is also not the solution to the problem.  
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Table 2: Summary of discussion in round 2 
 
FOR AGAINST 
“Transnational corporations (TNC) – enterprises with operations in various countries – are catalysts for economic 
development in low-income countries” 
There exist very positive experiences of TNC making 
positive impacts (e.g. support of fisheries that 
translated into a positive impact in a global good) 
 
The TNC create employment in low-income countries, 
contribute to people’s income and indirectly bring 
other benefits such as encouraging populations to 
acquire useful skills in foreign languages (e.g. English, 
Chinese) 
 
TNC often make investments in low-income countries 
which will have a positive impact on the economies of 
these countries. 
TNC are often associated with cases of fiscal evasion 
or facilitated tax conditions in the countries; this 
decreases the potential economic return for hosting 
countries.  
 
Employment conditions and wages are not necessarily 
good. Also, TNC do not necessarily always engage in 
social development activities in the hosting countries.  
 
TNC may have the advantage of ‘relaxed’ legislations 
in hosting countries; TNC may use the possibility to 
establish operations in low-income countries, where 
environment laws are less strict, to be able to use 
products otherwise forbidden in Western countries. 
This may even introduce health risks for the local 
population. 
 
TNC create unfair competition in the hosting country 
and do not necessarily help improve local standards of 
production or operations. 
 
“Greater economic benefits derived from increased exports on free trade will translate into improved livelihoods 
and food security in low-income countries” 
Greater incomes are needed in low-income countries; 
free trade can help improve local incomes. 
 
Trade brings to countries a ‘soft pressure’ to produce 
better and creates ‘healthy’ competition in the local 
market that can stimulate local production and 
commercialization. 
 
(Participants gave examples of negative impacts on 
low-income countries associated with free trade) 
 
Free trade could ultimately compromise food security 
in the countries (self-sufficiency) by exporting the food 
products that are needed in country. 
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Workshop materials 
The workshop used the following resources, freely available online: 
 
Smith, R., Blouin, C., Mirza, Z., Beyer, P. and Drager, N. (eds). 2015. Trade and health: Towards building a 
national strategy. Geneva, Switzerland: World Health Organization. http://www.who.int/phi/documents/trade-
and-health/en/  (Accessed on 11 January 2016) 
 
The globalization of food. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeCTvv-1Gc8 
 
The World Trade Organization (WTO). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Gqq2sBWai4 
 
 
Workshop evaluation by participants 
The conference organizers carried out a general evaluation of the workshop which included three general 
questions: 
 
 How was the quality of the workshop you attended? (poor/OK /good) 
 Suggestions for improvement of the workshop (open question) 
 Subjects you would like to see covered in the workshops over the next years 
 
The workshop had a total of 26 registered participants (16 females and 10 males). Of these, 15 participants 
provided feedback: 9/15 (60%) rated the quality of the workshop as good, with none rating it poor. Participants 
therefore appreciated and enjoyed the workshop. A few participants gave suggestions for improvement which 
included extending the time for questions from the audience and having a smaller number of participants.  
 
